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AFM has developed an insulation board that is resistant against termites and carpenter ants.  
PerformGuard® uses a natural mineral that is formulated to resist insects.  This mineral is locked into the 
insulation board and lasts the life of the insulation board. 
 
PerformGuard® contains no CFC, HCFC or formaldehyde making it environmentally friendly.  It is inert and 
non-nutritive and highly stable.  It does not decompose, decay, or produce undesirable gasses or 
leachates. 
 
PerformGuard® is currently being used in a few applications and partner plants can incorporate this 
technology into their Wall Specification Grade (WSG) EPS used in Master Wall® Systems.  The use of this 
insulation would be beneficial in areas where termite probability is high. 
 
Attached is AFM’s Perform Guard® literature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Termite Resistance.

Foam-Control® molded polystyrene insulation with  

Perform Guard® is a termite resistant molded polystyrene 

insulation for all types of construction. It is used in Structural 

Insulated Panels (SIPs), Perimeter and Under-slab Foundation 

Insulation, Exterior Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS), 

Geofoam, Insulated Concrete Forms (ICFs), and other molded 

polystyrene Building Products and Systems. 

• Meets code requirements for ground contact use

• Resistant to termite damage

• Incorporates EPA registered additive

• Safe for handling and noncorrosive

Insulation helps keep people comfortable.  Unfortunately, 

insulations are susceptible to termite infestation.

Foam-Control insulation with Perform Guard is an important 

component in preventing this problem.  It’s made by a process 

that incorporates a termite resistant additive into the insulation 

during the manufacturing process. The additive is registered 

with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for this 

application.  Foam-Control insulation with Perform Guard has 

been thoroughly tested, is safe for handling, and noncorrosive.  

And termites hate it.

Proven to meet, or exceed, building codes.

Foam-Control is manufactured under an industry 

leading quality control program monitored by UL 

and further recognized in UL Evaluation Report 

UL ER11812-01. Foam-Control meets ASTM C578, 

“Standard Specification for Rigid, Cellular Polystyrene 

Thermal Insulation”.

Foam-Control insulation with Perform Guard meets ICC ES 

AC239, “Acceptance Criteria for Termite-Resistant Foam 

Plastics”.

Perform Guard®

FOAM FACTS:
Foam-Control with Perform 
Guard outperforms XPS.

• Meets ICC ES AC239 requirements for termite resis-

tance foam plastic

• Suitable for use in all areas of termite risk, including 

Formosan

• Meets requirements of IBC Section 2603.8 

• Meets requirements of IRC Section 320.5
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www.foam-control.com
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Problem.

Termites love to live, work, and eat in comfortable and protected 

surroundings.  All untreated insulations can potentially provide 

this environment. Most of the U.S. is susceptible to termite 

activity. It is important that insulation products and systems 

account for the potential of termite infestation. 

• Termites reduce insulation & system performance

• Termites cause problems for structural systems

• Costs to control termites can continue indefinitely

Testing.

Extensive research has been conducted to find an effective 

additive that would deter termites, develop processes for the 

incorporation of the additive into molded polystyrene and field 

tested the efficacy of the Foam-Control insulation with Perform 

Guard.

Termite exposure tests have been conducted by industry 

recognized institutions following industry recognized test 

standards of ICC ES AC239.  Product performance testing 

has shown how Foam-Control insulation with Perform Guard 

resists termite infestation when installed following our  

recommendations.

Termite Infestation Risk.

Applications.

Foam-Control insulation with Perform Guard is a termite resistant 

insulation.  Foam-Control insulation with Perform Guard is not a 

barrier system but should be used in conjunction with a total 

insect management program available from a reputable pest 

control operator. 

Ready to take control? Start here. 

If you’re ready to have Foam-Control contribute to your next 

project, just contact your nearest Foam-Control manufacturer 

and Technical Sales Representative. They will be happy to 

give you design consultation, information about Foam-Control 

products, pricing, and answers to all of your questions.

Termite Damaged
Untreated Foams
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Foam-Control EPS with Perform Guard termite resistant 

expanded polystyrene (EPS) is recognized in code evalua-

tion reports for below grade applications in regions of very 

heavy termite pressure. Foam-Control EPS with Perform 

Guard received this recognition through extensive below 

grade in-situ testing over a period of 5 years at three termite 

testing locations in the southern U.S. This bulletin provides 

a brief description of the testing along with pictures of the 

test results.

Three test plots were selected for the evaluation of Foam-

Control EPS with Perform Guard. The test plots were lo-

cated in Georgia and Mississippi. These plots are within the 

region defined as very heavy termite pressure by the model 

building codes. Foam-Control contracted with a third party 

testing firm, Rich Mountain, to conduct all testing and report 

all test results.

The testing was conducted following a test method devel-

oped jointly by Rich Mountain and Foam-Control.  The test 

method was modeled after AWPA E-7-93, “Standard Meth-

od Of Evaluating Wood Preservatives By Field Tests With 

Stakes.” The testing consisted of EPS samples adhered with 

construction adhesives/sealants to a concrete block. This 

geometry was selected to mirror below grade insulation of 

concrete/masonry walls. The detailed test method is avail-

able from Foam-Control upon request.

The samples geometry was such that the EPS were installed 

adjacent to below grade bait wood.  This was intended to 

accelerate the exposure to termites by providing an large 

initial food source for the termites. A second piece of bait 

wood was installed above the sample to evaluate the extent 

that termites would excavate and tunnel through EPS.

Attached to this bulletin are pictures from our testing. These 

include the sample fixture geometry, test plots, and cross 

sections of excavated EPS samples.

The performance of the Foam-Control EPS with Perform 

Guard sample is quite dramatic when compared to untreated 

EPS. Untreated EPS shows very obvious damage resulting 

from extensive excavation and tunneling. In contrast, Foam-

Control EPS with Perform Guard shows very little damage.

The extensive testing conducted on Foam-Control EPS with 

Perform Guard has led to Perform Guard being the only rigid 

foam recognized for application in areas of heavy termite 

pressure. 

Foam-Control EPS Perform Guard Testing 

January 2008
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TEST FIXTURE - replicates below ground applications.

TEST FIXTURE - Prior to installation showing underground baitwood base to
attract termites to site.  Canister cover to protect termite activity.

Above ground
baitwood

Solid concrete cap
block

Rigid foam
insulation

Underground baitwood
214 cubic inches of
wood

8 inches above
ground

groundline

4 inches below

1-1/4 x 1-1/2 x 7-1/4 inches
cross pieces
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Field installation of test textures - Stone County, Mississippi.

Field installation of test textures - Griffin, Georgia.
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#45 TEST FIXTURE - Examination of of non-treated EPS after 3 years exposure.
Highland Site, Mississippi.

#45 TEST FIXTURE - cut open to reveal extensive termite damage.

Perform Guard no. 6010
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#45 TEST FIXTURE - Close-up shows active termites.

#45 TEST FIXTURE - Close-up shows extensive termite damage.
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#45 TEST FIXTURE - Close-up shows termite nesting galleries formed in
non-treated EPS.

#45 TEST FIXTURE - Close-up shows nesting infestation of termites.
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#64 TEST FIXTURE - cut open to reveal limited termite damage.

#64 TEST FIXTURE - Examination of Perform Guard EPS after 3 years exposure.
Highland site, Mississippi.
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#64 TEST FIXTURE - Close-up shows slight termite damage.

#64 TEST FIXTURE - Close-up shows no termite damage.



Foam-Control EPS products are manufac-
tured by AFM Corporation licensees.

Copyright © 2015 AFM Corporation. 
All rights reserved. Printed in USA. 
Foam-Control, Control, Not Compromise, 
and Perform Guard are registered trade-
marks of AFM Corporation, Lakeville, MN.
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#64 and #45 TEST FIXTURES - Close-up comparison.

#64 TEST FIXTURE -
Perform Guard EPS and

R-Control Do-All-Ply.

#45 Test Fixture -
Non-Treated EPS and

standard construction
adhesives.
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