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MW# 171-080111 
 

Topic:  Dark Color Strategies 
 
 
When the color palette deepens, there are some additional 
considerations you should be aware of in the application 
process.  Dark colors can, under certain conditions, have some 
or all of the following traits: 
 

 Due to high pigment loading, dark colors can take longer 
to dry compared to the lighter beige and gray standard 
palette options. 

 Dark colors can cause solar absorption to the point it 
damages the insulation board in EIFS applications (not 
true of OCS, Cemplaster or Stucco applications). 

 Dark colors promote more vapor drive compared to 
lighter colors.  Efflorescence deposits are more visible 
when applied over curing base coats and stucco. 

 An immediate “fading” usually isn’t fading, it’s 
efflorescence. 

 Thinly applied finishes are more prone to mottling or light 
efflorescence deposits. 

 Poor protection practices seem to cause surface 
efflorescence. 

Related Bulletins 
146 Curing and Drying 
160 Light Reflectance Values 
162 Fade Resistance of Finishes 
170 Efflorescence Considerations
172 Cold Weather Application 
Considerations 

This finish was installed in cooler 
weather and left unprotected.  Inset 

photo – efflorescence check showing 
original color 

 Cooler weather aggravates all these conditions. 
 
 

http://www.masterwall.com/files/mw146-100103curing.pdf
http://www.masterwall.com/files/mw160-040106reflectance.pdf
http://www.masterwall.com/files/mw162-060106fading.pdf
http://www.masterwall.com/files/mw170-080111efflorescenceconsiderations.pdf
http://www.masterwall.com/files/mw172-090111coldweatherapplication.pdf
http://www.masterwall.com/files/mw172-090111coldweatherapplication.pdf
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These are not material quality issues; they are application 
and timing concerns.  Applicators can’t always apply 
materials under clear, sunny weather and architects do 
occasionally want a truly flawless surface.  When that’s the 
case, consider the following strategies: 
 

 Prime the surface.  Using tinted Primecoat or Sanded 
Primecoat helps to seal the surface and adds another 
layer of protection against the formation of 
efflorescence on the surface.  It’s cheap, quick and 
easy. 

 Let your base coat or stucco cure more thoroughly.  
This is especially true in cooler temperatures when 
both are slow to cure.  See the related bulletins for 
details. 

 Apply the finish consistently.  Larger voids with dark 
colors do tend to dry lighter. This project effloresced 

immediately, and then it sat for 
two years.  Cleaning and painting 

is the only solution now. 

 Consider a layer of base coat over One Coat Stucco, 
Cemplaster Stucco and traditional stucco.  It not only 
fine-tunes the surface but also helps seal against the 
formation of efflorescence. 

 Use EPSB as a base coat.  Master Wall’s Expanded Polystyrene Base Coat doesn’t 
contain cement so there’s nothing to effloresce.  It can also be tinted to better match the 
finish color. 

 Protect, Protect, Protect.  If water gets behind or runs down the newly applied surface it’s 
probably going to effloresce. 

 Unless there are continual water problems the efflorescence can usually be removed by 
following our recommended techniques. 

 If efflorescence is present or locked into the surface, the wall could be painted with 
Roller-flex or a quality exterior latex coating after a thorough cleaning. 

 
Applicators may also want to inform owners/architects/general contractors in writing that efflorescence 
blooms are more obvious in dark colors.  It’s not guaranteed this will work but it can get them thinking 
about some of these strategies. 
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