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Topic:  Cold Weather Application 
Strategies 
 
 
Cold, damp weather will have an effect on 
Master Wall materials.  Low temperatures and 
high humidity levels cause the curing or setting 
of the materials to extend, oftentimes beyond 
what expected.  The applicator may have to take 
additional precautions to protect the wall system. 
 
Temperature Matters 
When applying wet goods, the air and substrate 
temperature must be 40°F or above and remain 
that way for at least 24 hours.  In cooler 
temperatures with high humidity levels the 
setting times may need to be extended.  During 
winter months, applicators will often tent the 
scaffold and heat the structure.  Temperatures 
are often very high, but so is the humidity.  
When tenting and heating it’s important not only 
to tent the structure, but also to vent the warm, moist air. 

Winter operations: 
 

 Tented 
 Vented 
 Heated 

 
Reinforced plastic and propane
heaters keep things nice and warm.

Related Bulletins 
127 Shipping and Storage 
145 Finish Drying and Color 
Variations 

Cooling trends – Low temperatures and high humidity 
can significantly extend cure times. 

Relative Product Drying/Curing Times
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146 Curing and Drying 

 

http://www.masterwall.com/files/mw146-100103curing.pdf
Dennis Deppner
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706-569-6704



   
 

Technical Bulletin 
Corporate: P.O. Box 397•Fortson•Georgia•31808•800-755-0825•FAX 706-569-6704 

Technical: 800-760-2861•FAX 734-433-0930 

Disclaimer 
This Technical Bulletin is published for general informational purposes only and is not intended to imply that these are the only materials, 
procedures, or methods, which are available or suitable.  Materials, procedures, or methods may vary according to the particular circumstances, 
local building code requirements, design conditions, or statutory and regulatory requirements.  While the information in this Technical Bulletin is 
believed to be accurate and reliable, it is presented without guarantee or responsibility on the part of Master Wall Inc.     
 

masterwall.com 
 
©2011 Master Wall Inc.                                                                                                                                                                            09/11 

 
 
 
 
Film Formation  
The key to long-term performance of Master Wall products 
is film formation.  It’s important the 100% pure acrylic 
monomers link together and form a film on the surface of 
the coating.  Low temperatures and high humidity can 
prevent this film formation from occurring.  Unfortunately 
this is not always something that can be visually seen. 
 
Cementitious base coats dry faster, therefore the film 
formation is quicker.  Cement-based products such as 
F&M, F&M Plus, MBB or Quick Set MBB develop heat 
during the initial phase of setting which aids in film 
formation.  This does not mean that less protection is 
required for the base coat application but it does explain 
why they are less affected by adverse weather. 
 
Rollershield air/water barrier, EPSB non-cementitious 
base coats and Superior Finishes are air-dry products and 
dry much slower than cement-based products.  Therefore, 
protection for longer periods may be necessary.  Very low 
temperatures and high humidity levels may block the film 
formation resulting in a “wash off” or blistering during a 
hard rain, even after the materials appear fully set.  During 
cold weather it may be beneficial to keep the wall warm 
longer than you would normally expect, even longer than 
we require. 

Blistering and wash off caused by cool 
weather application…and a leaking 

downspout  
During cooler periods the applicator will need to take precautions to ensure the materials remain within 
the setting/curing range. 
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